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Commoners of England, 


Concerning the a pproaching Elections 
of PARLIAMENT. 


Friends and Countrymen, 


deavour the Service of the Community to which 
he belongs, according as his Station, Circum- 
ſtances, or the Opportunities which offer to him 
do admit, let it not be thought Officiouſneſs or Preſump- 
tion in a private Subject of England, employ'd in no 
Poſt, and engag'd to no he {wayd by no particular 


2 Views 


O tis the Duty of every honeſt Man to en- 
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Views of Intereſt, and heated by no Zeal or Paſſion but 
for your general Proſperity, from a Heart entirely Eng- 


liſh, to offer you (in all humility ) ſome few Confide- 


rations, proper at this very important Seaſon, and he 
hopes not too late with regard to your approaching Elec- 
tion of a Houſe of Commons. 

Your Happineſs or Miſery as a Nation depends ſo much 
upon the Hands you now put your ſelves into, that you 
can never go about this Matter with too much Concern. 
The Firſt you may ſecure if you are not wanting to your 
ſelves; but if the latter ſhou'd come upon you, it will 
have this bitter Aggravation, that it was your own Act, 
and that your Ruin was your Choice. 

It were to be wiſh'd, that all of You were conſtantly 
ſenſible as you ought to be of your invaluable Happineſs 
in being born free, and govern'd by Laws of your own 
waking, Liberty, the Birthright of an Exgliſbman, is fo 
glorious a Poſſeſfion, that You can never be too frequent. 
ly congratulated upon it, nor too often advisd to hold 
it faſt, And if the Pulpits wou'd perform their Duty 
conſcientiouſly, and dwell frequently upon this Subje&, 
twou d not be at all foreign to their Buſineſs, which is to 
promote Virtue and the preſent as well as future Hap- 
pineſs of Mankind. This certainly wou'd be a Theme 
much more proper to thoſe good Ends, than their old 
exploded one of Paſſive Obedience, and wou'd be more- 
over a Reparation in kind for the corrupt Politicks, 
which to the abuſe of Scripture and common Senſe, 
they once ſpread abroad over the Nation, and to which 
in a great meaſure muſt be imputed the fatal Miſ- 


chiefs which have formerly happen'd both to the Court 
and Country. 


But 
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But it ſeems at firſt ſight an Abſurdity to imagine that 
any Man ſhou'd need to be preach'd to upon theſe 
things, that a Proteſtant ſhou'd need to be reminded 
that his Religion is preferable to that of Rome, and an 
Engliſhman that our Government is more for his Security 
than that of France, For tho there be many who ſhew 
but little regard to their Country's Welfare, one wou'd 
hardly think to ſee a Wretch of that monſtrous Kind, as 
to be wholly negligent of his on, and unconcern'd a- 
bout his Life, Liberty, or Poſſeſſions; and yet in effect 
we ſee Numbers, who act as if they had not the leaſt va- 
lue of either: For tis too natural for Men to take a 
Surfeit of Eaſe and Plenty, and after a ſeries of Health 
to loſe their taſt of it, and by their careleſneſs or exceſs 
invite ſome Diſtemper, which may ſeverely endear to 
**m the memory of a Bleſſing when they no longer 
enjoy it. 

Your Civil Conſtitution, tho perhaps the beſt, is not 
however the ſtrongeſt in the World; notwithſtanding 
that it has hitherto had ſtrength enough to recover it 
ſelf out of many dangerous Diſtempers, by the help of 
ſome honeſt State-Phyficians, who aſſiſted it in its Ex- 
tremity. But this I mention, that You may remember 
that what has once happen'd, may in the Revolution of 
Time and Things happen again, unleſs proper care be 
taken to prevent it. The Shocks therefore which your 
Governmeat has ſuſtain'd, and the fatal Effects of em 
(many of which muſt needs be yet freſh in your 
memory, and may they ever be ſo) are a warning to 
You to take all neceſſary Precautions, and improve all 
Opportunities to ſettle and ſecure it from the danger of 
any future Relapſe. 
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Tis not fo very long ſince your Liberty ſirugg!'d 
as tt were for Life, againſt the wicked Attempts of cor- 
rupted Courts and a debauch*d Miniſtry, Your Rights 
were openly as well as fecretly invaded, your Religion 


almoſt ruir?d, vour Charters raviſh'd from you, the Free- 


dom of Elections deſtroy d, Magiſtrates 1 d on you 
contrary to Law 3 the Benches in Weftaminſter. Hall fill'd 
with Papiſts, and influenc'd to the pronouncing of ty- 
rannous Judgments z Juries pack'd, and numbers of inno- 


cent Men offer'd in Sacrifice to the Malice of Popiſh 


Projectors: And to faſten your Chains, Parhaments in- 


ſalted, intermitted, reprefented as uſeleſs; and ſuch who 
durſt wiſh for em, branded and treated as Traytors to the 


Government. 


Heav'n be prais'd, that thoſe black Scenes are paſt, and 
that we are nnder no fuch difmal Apprehenfions now. 
Your free Conſtitution has recoverd its Health ; and tho 
the Cure coſt you ſeveral Millions, yet he that grumbles 
at it, and thinks it a hard Penniworth, wants another 
Cure to bring him to his Senſes. However tis uſeful 
ſometimes, and eſpecially at fuch Seaſons as this, to caft 
your Eyes back on the Dangers you have eſcapꝰd, that 
you may not forget your Deliverance, or grow inſenſi- 
ble to the Fruits of it. | 

And tho it has pleas'd God to raiſe to the Exg{ifo 
Throne a Princeſs who is in one word every thing that's 
Good and Juft, and has no other Notion of the Exer- 
cife of Power and Prerogative, but for the impartial uni- 
verſal Good of all her happy Subjects: Tho She has 
expreſsd this in the moſt tender and ingaging manner, 
and not only recommends the Care of it to her Miniſters, 
but by her own diligent Application to Buſineſs, and 
perſonal attending the Debates in the Houſe of Lords 


On 
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on fome weighty Occaſions, that She might be riphtly 
inform d about em, and judg with her own — 
and not that of others, promiſes you all the Security that 
a free People can enjoy under the beſt of Sovereigus; yet 
you are not to be fo charm'd with your preſent Hap- 
Prey ti to fall aſleep and dream that you are wholly out 
of Danger. | 

The old Engliſh Genms is indeed a Genius of Liberty; 
and 'tis to be hop'd that Genius will always prevail, as 
it has done in the worſt of Times, againſt the moſt vio- 
lent Attempts and Machinations of Arbitrary Power. 
Yet there will ever be a Brood of Vipers among you, who 
if they cannot ſubvert your Conſtitution, will at leaſt be 
endeavouring to diſturb it, to poiſon your Peace, and 
to make the beſt or worſt they can of your Heats and Di- 
viſions. Your Buſineſs therefore is to keep theſe Wretches 
honeſt (if poffible) in their own Deſpight ; at leaſt 
to take care not to make em the Guardians of your 
Liberty, and fo arm em with a Power to your own De- 
ſtruction. 

"Tris a Misfortune much to be lamented, that the Im- 
8 of Elections is ſo liable to be ruin d by the Ar- 
tifices of the Candidates and their Agents, You 
in the firſt place to be well prepar'd againſt this. I do 
not mean, as to what may be done by corrupt Officers 
in refuſing legal Votes, and in making falſe Returns; tho 
too much Encouragement has been giv*a to ſuch Prac- 
tices by ſome extraordinary Proceedings of late, which I 
leave thoſe to vindicate who were concern'd in 'em. 
But the greateſt Danger lies not here: If I ſhoud tell 
you it imports you more to beware of your ſelves than 
of them, I ſhou'd not, I believe, ſpeak improperly ; to 
beware, I mean, that you are not betray d by your own 

Paſlions. 
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Paſſione. The Corruption of Officers is not to be fear'd 
half ſo much as the corrupting of the Electors. But ſurely 
if you have any value for your Freedom, you will ſhew 
it in the exerciſe of it your ſelves, in maintaining the 
Freedom of your Votes, and not ſuffering any Force to be 
put upon 'em by the moſt potent Applications : for it 
you are not thus careful of your own Rights, how can 
you in Reaſon expect that thoſe whom you depute ſhou d 
take care of 'em for you ? | 

There are a thouſand ways to work upon the Hopes 
and Fears of a weak or a neceſſitous Man, and to flatter 
or fright him from his Duty; but if this were an Excuſe, 
the worſt of Actions might lay claim to it. He that will 
ſuffer himſelf to be ſo wrought upon, is but the Scorn 
and Jeſt of thoſe very Perſons whoſe Tool he is made ; 
and doubtleſs tis ſome of the vileſt Drudgery a Man can 


be put upon, to vote againſt his Conſcience and his 


Country. But his Conſcience perhaps tells him that Cha- 
rity begins at home, and ſome Great Man has threaten'd to 
ruin him if he will not vote oz the right ſide. Now I will 
not ſtick to ſay, without reſpe& to any Party, that the 
Side which uſes ſuch Methods is in the wrong. But what 
muſt the Man do in ſuch a Caſe? *Tis a very hard Di- 
lemma either to vote againſt what he believes his Coun - 
try's Intereſt, or to ruin his own—.The Anſwer is plain, 
that to act honeſtly and juſtly is a Rule which will not 
admit of Exceptions, and I know of no Diſpenſation 
from it. If you are perſecuted for doing Well, you 
muſt bear it as well as you can; for the worſt Ruin which 
can happen to a Man, is that of his Integrity, and 
the worſt Shipwrack he can make, that of a good Con- 


ſcience, 
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'Tis confeſs'd that ſome ſecret Method of collecting 
the Votes without diſtinguiſhing the Perſons, like that 
of Balloting us'd in the Venetian Government, wou'd 
prevent much miſchief of this kind: But ſince that is 
rather to be wiſh'd for than expected, let us make the 
beſt of things as they are; and perhaps *tis no ſmall 
ſatisfaction to a generous Spirit, that the publick way of 
Voting affords him an opportunity of ſhewing his Cou- 
rage, and letting his Enemies fee that when his Country 
is to be ſerv'd, he dares be true to it in ſpight of all 
their Frowns, and notwithſtanding all the Baits of Gain 
employ'd to corrupt him. 


Aude hoſpes contemnere opes, & te quoque dignum 
Finge Deo |! Virg. 


If you let theſe Confiderations have the weight with 
you which they ought to have, you will come to the 
Elections in the ſeveral Counties, Cities and Corpora- 
tions, with the brave Temper of Cnglih-men, who ought 
to be aſham'd of all little Thoughts upon ſuch great 
Occaſions. And if youreſolve that no Motive but the 
publick Good ſhall engage your Voices and Intereſt, and 
have but a common ſhare of Underſtanding, you will 
not find it extremely difficult to diſcern who are like- 
lieſt to promote that, eſpecially among ſuch who have 
ſat in Parliament already. 

But becauſe ' tis eaſier to tell you whom you ſhou'd a- 
void than whom you ſhou'd chuſe, I ſhall now proceed to 
give you ſome Characteriſticks of ſuch whom TI am ſure 
you have reaſon to except againſt, 

1. In general Men of profligate and debauch'd Lives. 
I will not affirm it impoſſible for any ſuch to be Friends 
to Liberty, becauſe tis certain that in K. C. IPs Reign 
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there were ſome, who tho they eſcap'd not the general 
Defilement of Manners that overſpread the Nation, yet 
had not ſuck'd in the poiſon'd Principles of the Court- 
Policy, but oppos d ſtrenuouily the arbitrary Deſigns 
then on foot. And twou d be too rigid a Cenſure to 
maintain now, that every vicious Man is an Enemy to the 
Conſtitution, Yet this is certain, that in bad times 
Men of bad Morals have ever been pick d out as the fit- 
reſt Inſtruments to enſlave others; and in free States the 
Men of Vertue have been the known Conſervers of the 
publick Liberty. Doubtleſs the more ſenſe a Man has 
of Juſtice, Truth, Charity and true Goodneſs, the bet- 
ter he is qualify'd to take care of the Intereſts of all theſe 
in Parliament. You may be ſafe then in following this 
Rule, That thoſe who are guilty of Fraud or Oppreſſiom in 
a private Capacity, are never to be depended on in a publick : 
and this ought to be a conſtant Bar againſt their being 
elected. 
Bat tis own'd that all immoral Men are not guilty of 
Fraud and Oppreſfion : there are ſome who diſcover a 
ſtrict regard to Juſtice and Honour in their Dealings, 
and who are charitable and generous, but yet looſe 
Livers, profane, i te and unchaſt : I am far 
from thinking theſe Gemlemen excuſable, tho they are 
leſs to be fear'd than the others, but that is not ſufficient 
to recommend em. ft were much to be wiſh'd that we 
cou'd ſee a Senate of ſober as well as of juſt Men; for 
every one muſt allow that the immoderate Lovers of 

Pleaſure have a turn very improper for Buſineſs, and are 
ſeldom Maſters of Application. The late “ Marquiſs of 
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Halifax was particular in this point, and with 
reaſon ſaid that great Drinkers owght not to ſerve in Par- 
liament, How far this Rule will be thought proper to 
be urg' d, I cannot tell: Tis certain that the ſtrict Ob- 
ſervance of it wou'dexclude a . many Pretenders; 
but what then? Tis not ſo bad with us we hope yet, 
but that the Counties, Cities and Boroughs of England 
can find five hundred and thirteen ſober Men fit to re- 
preſent em in Parliament. To conclude this Head, 


there is perhaps more weight in it than every one is 


aware of; for let it be confider'd, that the very Method 
thoſe wet Sages take to get themſelves choſen by drown» 
ing the Reaſon of their Electors, ſhews how eaſily hard 
Drinkers are miſled, and how little to be truſted in their 
own Concerns, and much leſs in thoſe of others. Unleſs 
they think *twou'd be uſeful tointroduce in our Senate 
the pleaſant Cuſtom of the antient Germans, who were 
wont, as * Tacitus obſerves, to debate of Peace and 
War, and the other weighty Affairs of the Nation 
over their Cups. 

2. All ſuch who had formerly any hand in arbitrary 
Reigns, and were the Tools that brought both the Na- 
tion and their Maſter whom they ſerv'd to ruin. If 
there be any ſuch who by the Lenity of K. s Govern» 
ment eſcapd the Puniſhment due to their Crimes, to- 
gether with all who had any hand inbetraying the Char- 
ters of Cities and Corporations, or any other ways made 
a Compliment to the Court at your expence : theſe are 
ſo notorious, that I ſhall be glad if it be thought need- 
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* De reconciliandis invicem Inimicis & —— Affinitatibus, de Pace de- 
tant. 


B 2 a leſs 


( 
leſs to enter a Caution againſt em; I am ſure that of all 
men they are very unfit to be your Truſtees in Parlia- 
ment, for at beſt the Reformation of ſuch is very much 
to be ſuſpected; and whatever they may urge in their 
own excuſe from the Current and Neœceſſity of thoſe 
Times, who, I pray, will be their Security, that upon 
the ſame Neceſſity (which God forbid ſhou'd ever re- 
turn) theſe honeſt Penitents wou'd not relapſe into their 
former Weakneſſes? The ſafeſt way therefore is never 
to truſt a Knave, no not when he can have no oppor- 
tunity to play the knave, and tho you're ſure he*ll be 
honeſt with good looking to, and when he can make the 
better penny of it. | 

3. All ſuch who are obſervd upon occaſion to juſtify 
or palliate the Miſmanagements of thoſe Reigns 3 and 
theſe are more numerous, tho not much more innocent 
than the former: for if they have never attack'd the 
Ezgliſh Conſtitution, tis becauſe they have never had 


any opportunity, and therefore you ought to take care 
not to give em one now. 


Tis a fair Rule in this caſe, that you may judg of a 
man's Heart by his Diſcourſe and Reaſoning. He that 
employs his Wit and Sophiſtry to varniſh over arbitrary 
Practices, purchaſes a ſhare in the Guilt of em, and 
gives all men warning to have a care of him, And tho 
this be done ever ſo plauſibly, and with ever ſuch ſmooth 
Language and ſoft Pretence of Charity and good Na- 
ture, tis yet the ſame thing. Ill Actions muſt have ill 
Words to expreſs 'em, and that King who has reign'd 
tyrannically will be calPd by a harſh name among all 
true Engliſb- men to the world's end, and find none to 
argue for him but Slaves and Fools; for Charity does 
not oblige Men to renounce their Senſes. Charity in- 
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deed requires us to give all Men fair quarter, and Princes 
eſpecially, whoſe Meaſures ſometimes may be miſinter- 
preted by us, being founded on good and wiſe Reaſons 
which we do not preſently perceive; and we owe em 
doubtleſs the Reverence of not gueſſing too cenſori> 
ouſly, but ſhou'd look upon things in the beſt light, 
and ſuſpend till we ſee the Courſe of em. But if the 
conſtant Tenor of their Actions appear directly oppoſite 
to the Intereſt of their People, and they follow ſuch 
Councils only, as neceſſarily tend to the Oppreſſion and 
Ruin of thoſe they ſhou'd protect; if they ſlight the Ob- 
ligations of Coronation-Oaths, break thro the eſta- 
bliſh'd Rules of Government, ſet themſelves above the 
Law, keep ſtanding Armies, put their Country under 
Contribution by Letters of Loan and the like, trifle 
with Parliaments, make Alliances againſt their own Sub- 
jects, and encourage the Strength of a potent Neigh- 
bour, who may aſſiſt to make 'em abſolute; there is no 
room for Charity in judging of ſuch Adminiſtration, nor 
of ſuch Perſons who dare be the wretched Apologiſts 
or it. 

I might enlarge here, but I think there is no need of 
it. You havelearn'd by this time, at your own coſt, 
what are your Rights, and when you are defrauded of 
'em, ſo as to diſdain the Speeches of theſe little Poli- 
ticians. I will only add,. that the Matters of Govern- 
ment are not mere Subjects of Speculation and Amuſe. 
ment, neither is it indifferent what Opinions men have 
about em, ſuch Men eſpecially who wou'd be admitted 
into the Legiſlaturez and therefore this ought to be well 
conſider d, for according to thoſe Opinions, you may 
depend upon it, they will contribute their Endeavours 
either to maintain, to improve, or to ſpoil the Conſti- 
tution, | | 4. All 
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. All ſuch who revile the Character of his late Ma- 
jeſty King William, whoſe real Services for the Govern- 
ment and for the Church of England muſt never be for- 
gotten, ſo long as you pretend to have any ſenſe of 
Honour, or Value for your Religious and Civil Li- 
berties. 
Ii notorious, with what cowardly Infolence ſome 
Perſons have treated the Memory of one of the braveſt 


of Princes, who for ſo many years before his Acceffion 
to the Ergliſh Crown, as well as ſince, was the great Aſſer- 
ter of the Liberty of Exrope, and the chief Barrier to the 
Ambition of France, even by the Confeſſion of his 
worſt Enemies. A Prince who came to the Throne 
upon the juſteſt and moſt honourable Title in the world, 
vis, The univerſal Call of an afflited People, who lay 
oppreſsd with intolerable Slavery, and expos'd to cer- 
tain Ruin, Butthis was above twice ſeven years ago 3 
along ſpace, and in which theſe wife Gentlemen have 
had the fortune to recover themſelves out of the 
fright that then put 'em befides their Senſes, and to won- 
der what thoſe Bugbears and Ghoſts of Danger were, 
that made a whole Nation ſtart from their Loyalt 


and 
turn Rebels. And now upon ſecond Thoughts K. 5 


anes 


unnatural part in thruſting into his Father's Throne, and 
keeping him out of a Right which was unalienable, and 
cou'd not be forfeited. If the Prince of Orange indeed 
had been ſo civil, as only to have ſcard Father Peters 
and his Crew with his blue-coat Regiments, and then 
have marchd home again, and left the miſguided King 
to have ſeen and amended the Error of his paſt ways at 
his Leiſure, they wou'd have forgiven him this ſhort 
Viſit 3 but his ſtaying longer than they had occaſion for 


him, 


had very hard uſage, and his Son in Law acted a very 


„ Cm 


j 
: 


(15) 
him, is what they never can digeſt, And they ack you 
ſometimes what you havegain'd by it, but a tedious ex- 
penſive War with a Nation that would have been your 
Friends at that time, if you had let 'em alone, and by 
which means you were made Beggars before the preſent 
War commenc'd ; and what was this but to revolt from 
a 4 Prince in order to be ruin d by a foreign Uſur- 

f 
" "Dinh are the Reflections which were too commonly 
made at the time of King Wiliaw's Deceaſe by many 
who were more reſerv*d before, but thought they might 
then ſafely lay by the Maſque, and have the Aſſurance 
now to think themſelves very well qualify'd far ſerving 
the preſent Government, and for repreſenting you in 
the enſuing Parliament. Theſe Wretches, it ſceme, were 
ſav'd againſt their wills, only by the misfortune they had 
to bein company with ſuch as were wiſer than them- 
ſelves ; and they wou'd be juſtly ſervd in being left ta 
periſh by their own Contrivances, if the Ruin they are 
preparing wou'd not involve their Nei . 'Tis 
notorious, with what Induſtry they have employ d them- 
ſelves in reviving old Quarrels, ſowing new Seeds of 
Contention, and ſtirring up ell the ill humours of the 
Nation, which for many years bad lain ſtill and given 
you no diſturbancc. But if they thought to make any 
Compliment to Queen dune by Defamation of her Pre- 
deceſſor, they are convine'd by this time how wretched- 
ly they were miſtaken. 

And doubtleſs they have the fame good Affection to 
Her, if they would but expreſs it as freely ; and are but 
the more tobe ſuſpeted for taking the Oaths now, if 
they refus'd em before. Tis to ruin her Majeſty's Title 
to fix it on any other foot than that of the — 

| | and. 
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and the Act of Settlement, which excludes the St. Ger. 
mains Pretender. That young Spark is no ſuch Minor 
ſure as to need that ſhe ſnoud govern for him till he's of 
age; and under what other Notion theſe Caſuiſts have 
argu'd themſelves into the Lawfulneſs of ſwearing to the 
preſent Government, is paſt any one's Comprehenſion 
but their own. | 

In ſhort, let 'em pretend what they will, ſo long as 
her Majeſty ſucceeds King William in the ſame Right, 
and deſires to claim by no other; appears equally zea- 
lous in the ſame Cauſe of Liberty and Property, and of 
the Proteſtant Religion; purſues the ſame wiſe Deſigns 
for the general Good of Chriſtendorr, and is the ſame in 
Juſtice, Moderation, Indulgence and all the other Qua- 
lifications of an excellent Governor : Thoſe who were 
Enemies to King William and the Revolution, are ob- 
lig'd by their own Principles to be Enemies to our pre- 
ſent gracious Queen; and are certainly worſe Enemies 
to her Majeſty, and more enrag'd, if they had once 
form'd any hopes of Her, which She by her extraordi- 
nary Goodneſs has fince diſappointed. 

I can't leave this Head yet; for there is ſomething re- 
mains to be ſaid of thoſe Perſons who own King William's 
Title and the Revolution Principles, yet out of ſpleen 
becauſe they were not employ d in the late Reign, or 
from a giddy inconſtant Humour, or for worſe Reaſons, 
are ever vilifying his Adminiſtration, The chief Topicks 
theſe Gentlemen enlarge upon, are the exorbitant Grants, 
and King William's Diſafßection to the Church. I ſhall 
ſay little to the firſt, becauſe tis a matter in which a 
good Prince may have been to blame, and becauſe the 
Wiſdom of the Nation in Parliament has thought fit to 
make ſeveral Reſumptions. But methinks thoſe who 

pretend 
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pretend to be Friends to the Revolution ſhoud be 
aſham d to join ſo eagerly in the Cry with the known 
Enemies of it, For 'tis plain enough that the Perſons 
by whom this Management is moſt exclaim'd againſt, are 
the Partiſans of France and St. Germains, who wou'd 
have been well enough pleas d to have ſhar'd thoſe Spoils 
from another hand, in reward of their good Endeavours 
towards another Revolution, And the Friends to the 
Government have contented themſelves with paſſing a 
more moderate Cenſure upon this matter, and have 
thought that ſince King William's Services to this Na- 
tion were ſo many, his few Errors ought to meet with at 
leaſt a ſofter Reſentment. 

As to the other Charge of his DiſaffeFion to the 
Church, 'tis pretty well known who are the Men that 
bawl loudeſt about it, and I (hall talk with them more 
particularly under another Head. *Tis a poor Cauſe they 
have to ſerve, who make Lyes their refuge; and noth 
can be a more palpable one than this. I will only ask 
em, whether it was the Church of England or the Diſ- 
ſenters that were in moſt danger in the Jatter end of K. 
James's Reign? The Diſſenters, by his Declaration for 
Liberty of Conſcience, had a reſpite granted 'em from 
the barbarous Perſecution they had long labour'd under, 
and were flatter'd by that King with fair Appearances 
of Kindneſs, and Promiſes of Indulgence, if they wou'd 
have favour'd his Deſigns; they had the Wiſdom how- 
ever to ſee the Snare that lay under all this, and joind 
with the Church in procuring the happy Deliverance, of 
which both have ſince reap'd the Advantage. But it 
muſt be granted, that it was the Church of England that 
at that time ſtood in moſt immediate need of a Deliverer, 


It was the Church who was affronted by the impriſoning 
| CG | of 
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of her Biſhops, and by the turning out her Fellows of 
Colleges to make room for Popiſh Prieſts: and it was the 
Church who was every where moſt infulted by em, and 
moſt threaten'd by the publick Maſs-houſes, by the Popiſh 
Seminary in the Savoy, and by the Inſolence of the cut- 
throat Party, who waited only for the word from White- 


hall, to have made a whole City flow with the Blood of 
Traitors and Hereticks. 


This gave the great Spring to the Revolution, and 
all theſe Grievances were effectually redreſo'd by it. 
The Church was reſtord to her Rights, and maintain'd 


in em; her Members (as it was moſt fit) were put into 


all the higheſt Offices of Government, the belt of her 
Clergy prefer'd to the Miter, her Intereſt inlargd and 
her Glory raisd by the Toleration of Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenters, and by coming to ſuch a Temper with em, as 
ſhe before promis'd to King Famer * ſhe wou'd, when 
that Matter ſhow'd be conſider'd and ſettPd in Parliament 
and Convocation, And thoſe who go about to rob King 
William of the Merit of all theſe Services, and to fill you 
with Jealouſies of his being in Defigns againſt a Church 
whom he ſav'd and ſupported, — in which he was a 
conſtant Communicant, ought to be reputed the worſt 
Enemies to that Church, as having done their utmoſt 
to lay her under the Scandal of the baſeſt Iugratitude, an 
Imputation too frequently calt on you by foreign Na- 
tions, and which ought to be the greateſt Abhorrence of 
a brave, honorable, and free-born People. 

5. All ſuch who are Enemies to the Succeſſion in the 


Proteſtant Line, as by Law eſtabliſb d. 


— 


—— 


* Petit. ſubſcribed by the ſeven Biſhops, 
There 
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There are more included under this Character than 
you can be well aware of: for ſince the Act has made it 
High Treaſon to oppoſe the Succeſſion as it now ſtands li- 
mited, the Opinions of this Party are held in reſerve, 
and their mouths pretty well ſtop'd, which were very 
liberally open'd before in Exclamations againſt Foreign 
Government and Dutch "Princes, Yet they are ſtill to 
be known by diſtinguiſhing Marks which they carry 
about em, and cannot forbear ſhewing upon occaſion. 
They pretend to be well enough ſatisfy d with her pre- 
ſent Majeſty, but their prophetick Spirits are full of 
Fears and Jealouſies of thoſe who ſhall come after her 
and they frequently inſinuate em in ſuch a manner as 
plainly enough ſhews how well pleasd they wou'd be 
to have that excellent Act repeald. 

Theſe Perſons no doubt are very obliging, that they 
will tet you enjoy your Liberties for the preſent, and 
that they vouchſafe to pay Allegiance to Qyeen Anne, 
who has ſo little deſervd from them that Favour, and 
whoſe Title and Conduct muſt be imagin'd not very 
agreeable to their Principles. Tis more than poſſible 
they might now make ſome attempt, if her Majeſty's 
admirable Vigilance did not extinguiſh their hopes of 
Succeſs; but they think it adviſable to wait her De- 
ceaſe, and believe they ſhall then have a fair chance 
for inſlaving you : for 'tis natural at the death of 
a good Sovereign for the Enemies of the Publick 
to conceive new Hopes, and try the Strength of 
their Party. For this reaſon you cannot be too ſen- 
ſible of the many Dangers of that mournful Day 
(which God in mercy long defer) nor too well provided 
againſt it. 


04 This 
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This is indeed a Matter of ſuch vaſt moment, that till 
the Succeſſion was ſettPd in the Proteſtant Line, and the 
Hopes of all other Pretenders cut off, the Revolution 
was imperfect, and 4 William had but half perform'd 
the Buſineſs he came for. And 'cwas a ſenſe of this 
mov*d him with ſuch prudent Concera to mention to the 
Parliament the great Loſs of the Duke of Gloceſter, and 
preſo em to look forward, and make a further Provi- 
ſion for the Throne. | | 

After the death of that young Prince, there were but 
two Lives remaining upon your Liberty, and ſtanding 
betwixt you and all the Miſeries of Anarchy, foreign 
Invaſions, and a Civil War. How ſoon afterwards one 
of 'em expir'd, I need not ſay. However, King Wil. 
liam's laſt Minutes were improv'd with a wiſe Diligence 
to the obviating of theſe Calamities, of which he had a 
ſenſible proſpect, as well as of his own approaching 
Death; and therefore he haſten'd the compleating of 
thoſe good Acts przpar*d to this purpoſe, and when he 
had ſign'd 'em, died with the pious Satisfaction of a 
tender Father of his People, who thought that he had 
then done all that was in his power, towards making 
their Happineſs immortal. 

And this is what we are all oblig'd to ſtand by; and 
there ſeems but one thing wanting to the compleating of 
it, which is Scotland's declaring for the ſame Succeſſion. 
I mention it here, that it may ſerve as another Reaſon 
for you to beware of thoſe whom I have been ſpeaking 
of under this Head : for the more we are divided amang 
our ſelves in this particular, the fairer opportunity we 
{ball give to the Scots of embroiling theſe Kingdoms 


hereafter, if they ſhou'd leave their Succeſſion un- 
ſettl'd. 


6. All 
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6. All ſuch who at any time have been moſt forward 
in treating the Rights of Exgliſo- men with Careleſneſs 
or Contempt. But ſure there are none of theſe; 
there are none who have ſo far forgotten by whom they 
were created, and whence they recciv'd their Power, 
as to wiſh to exerciſe it in any arbitrary way; who have 
made a light matter of ſtopping the Courſe of the Law, 
of conſtruing mens ſuing for Damages on the account 
of Injuries done em by corrupt Officers, a Violation of 
Privilege, of impriſoning 'em for it, and treating in the 
moſt ſevere and angry manner Exglih Freemen, guilty 
of no Crime, and refuſing em their Liberty when ap- 
ply'd for in a legal way: *Tis to be hop'd, I ſay, there 
are no ſuch anaccountable Gentlemen as theſe in being, 
and therefore I need not enlarge upon this Head, 

7. All ſuch who are Enemies to the Toleration of 
Proteſtant Diſſenters, and have encourag'd ſuch mea- 
ſures as tend to the ſubverting or weakening of it. 

I have here a very large Subject before me, but mult 
be content to touch it briefly 3 and therefore I ſhall not 
inſiſt upon the juſt Claim the Diſſenters have to a free 
Exerciſe of their Religion, from the natural Rights of 
Mankind, and from the Merit of their having aſſiſted 
in the Revolution; but only affirm, that ſuch a Tole- 
ration is for the Intereſt of the preſent Governmenr, 
and of the Church of England as by Law eſtabliſh'd ; 
and that thoſe who would attack it are Enemies to both, 
more eſpecially at this time, when there is need 
of the moſt univerſal and friendly Aſſociation to ſup- 
port em. ES 
Whatever Artifices have been us'd to repreſent the 

Diſſenters as Rebels and of diſloyal Principles, they have 
convined the World they can obey like Men when they 
are 
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are not us'd like Beaſts, and be ſtedfaſt to a Government 
that will but let em live and be eaſy. Beſides, their 
former Prejudices againſt the eſtabliſh*d Church are ob- 
ſerv'd to be much worn off, ſince the Church has trea- 
ted em with a Spirit of Love and Meekneſs, and chang d 
the provoking Appellations of Faraticks and Schiſmaticks 
into Fellow.Chriſtians and Proteſtant * Brethren, 

But theſe times in the Opinion of many laſted much 
too long, the Charge of Hypocriſy has therefore been 
drawn up and maintain'd againſt Occaſional Conformiſts 
with the greateſt Violence; and under a Pretence of 
providing againſt this, the whole Nation has been a- 

rm'd and put into a Ferment by the furious Zeal of 
ſome that profeſs the ſame hatred to all of their own 
Church who are not as violent as themſelves. 

Moderation, which is for certain as good Policy as 
it is good Chriſtianity, and which has been ſo often re- 
commended by the beſt of Queens, has been openly 
difavow'd by theſe new Zealots, and in their prophane 
* Satyrs has its original (in ſpight of the Bible) de- 
rivd from Hell and the Fiends; tho ſurely the Heat of 
that place, and the gnaſhing of Teeth wou'd more natu- 
rally have deſcrib'd the Temper and Behaviour of ano- 
ther Party. 

Now theſe are the Gentlemen, who make ſuch a Cla- 
mour about the Church, and tell you of imaginary 
Dangers, of nem Aſſociations and Gun-powder Plots, 
which they have ſeveral times dreamt of in St. Ste- 
phen's Chappel; and whoſe pious Lives are no doubt an 
abundant Teſtimony to the Truth and Sincerity of their 
Doctrine. 


3 


* Moderation diſdlay'd, A Poem. 
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And therefore tis fit you ſhou'd be well advis'd a- 
gainſt theſe z for it unhappily falls out that they have 
the beſt of Pretences to cover the worſt of Deſigns, If 
they tell you that the Occaſional Bill was intended only 
to ſecure the Church and not to oppreſs the Diſſenters, 
let 'em be ask*d in the firſt place, what Danger the 
Church was in? None that I believe they can make ap- 
pear, unleſs it were that of weakning the Diſſenting In- 
tereſt by gentle Methods, and gaining over gradually 
many particular Perfons and Families into her conſtant 
Communion, as one of the * Biſhops truly obſerves ſhe 
did by her Moderation, And in the next place, let em 
pleaſe to give a reaſon, why the Preamble of that Bill as 
it was firſt drawn up, aſſerting the reaſonableneſs of a 
Toleration and aſſuring the continuance of it, was af- 
terwards left out, unleſs it were to make the Bill more 
conſiſtent and ſincere, and that it might not be liable 
to that very Charge of Hypocriſy, with which it fo 
harſhly reproach'd the Diſſenters. #4 
But -nothing unriddles this whole matter ſo much, 
and gives ſuch light into the evil confequence of it, as 
the Behaviour of the Popiſh and Jacobite Party, while the 
Occaſional Bill was depending; and tis well known how 
heartily they wiſhd its Proſperity, The extraordinary 
Zeal therefore of all theſe known Enemies to the Church 
and State put ſeveral well-meaning Men upon thinking 
farther, and open'd their Eyes to the dangers they were 
not ſenſible of before; and this mov'd a noble Peer, 
who was for that Bill in former Seſſions, to ſpeak a- 
gainſt it the laſt time it was before their Lordſhips, and 
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* The Ld Bp of Sarum's Charge to his Clergy, P. 23 
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to give this reaſon, that his Eſtate lying in that Part of 
England where the Roman Catholicks moſt abound, he 
had at ſeveral times obſerv'd in *em a more than ordinary 


Concern to have it paſs; and this brought him to be of 


another Opinion, and to think it cou'd not be for the 
Nation's Intereſt. 

To conclude, the ill poſture of Affairs in Scotland is 
an unanſwerable reaſon againſt the putting forward 
any ſuch Bills now: The Diſſenters know well enough, 
when they are wrong'd ; and whether you will call it 
Perſecution or no, they will think it ſo when they feel 
the effects of it, They are no inconſiderable Party, and 
it is natural for Men upon ſuch Provocations to look 
towards their Neighbours, and to think of making new 
Friends, when their old ones begin to uſe em unkindly; 
And what the Iſſue of this may be in caſe of a Rupture 
with Scotland, let the Politicians conſider. 

This may ſuffice to caution you againſt chuſing any 
of theſe violent Drivers, theſe titular Friends to the 
Church, for your Repreſentatives in the enſuing Par- 
liament, the greateſt Intereſt of which is to purſue the 
moſt peaceable and gentle Methods, eſpecially conſidering 
what a hazardous Attempt the Nation narrowly eſcapd 
in the laſt. | 

And this brings me to ſay ſomething concerning a 
very dangerous fort of Perſons, to whom every thing 
that has been offer*d under this Head belongs, and ſome- 
thing more, They cannot be better deſcrib'd than in the 
words of the Addreſs preſented to her Majeſty by the 
Lords at the latter end of the laſt Seſſion, vis. 

8. All thoſe Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, who 


to the manif:ſt danger of diſappointing the Supplies of the 


Tear, which muſt have been the ruin of the whole Confede- 
racy, 
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racy, and the delivering up of Europe into the hands of 
France, made an attempt to Tack to the Land- Tax a Bill 
which had been rejeFed in two precedent Seſſions of Par- 
liament. 

Methinks there ſhou'd be no need of any Comment 
upon a Proceeding ſo very heinous as this; and tis a 
matter of the greateſt Aſtoniſhment that any Man ſhou'd 
be ſo infatuated as to offer to defend it. The Houle of 
Commons, tho very hot upon the Occaſional Bill, was 
yet cool enough to foreſce the fatal Miſchief which muſt 
unavoidably have enſu'd upon the tacking of it, and 
therefore expreſs'd their abhorrence of the Motion by 
dividing a Majority againſt that dangerous Queſtion. 
This is enough to leave a perpetual Brand upon that 
Attempt, and to fix a Black Mark of Diſtinction upon 
thoſe blind Sampſons, who were content, it ſeems, to 
have pull'd the Building upon their own Heads, pro- 
vided they might but have cruſh'd their Adverſaries in 

the Ruins. 

And here I am very (ure that all their pretended Zeal 
for the Church will never bring *em off: For tho theſe 
Gentlemen have done what they can to make her diſ- 
claim all Charity and Moderation, and to inſpire her with 
a flaming Zeal to conſume all that profeſs theſe Vertues, 
yet we will never grant that the Church is ſuch a fierce 
Moloch as to deſire whole Hecatombs, and even a Nation 
it {elf to be offer'd in Sacrifice to her. 

Now that there was a manifeſt Riſque of this, they 
themſelves can't deny; and the moſt charitable Opinion 
they can deſire you to have of em is, that they hop*d 
this Expedient wou'd have forc'd the Occaſional Bill thro 
the Houſe of Lords, and have oblig'd her Majeity to give 
it the Royal Aſlent. But this, to ſay the leaſt of it, con- 

1 victs 
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vids em of the greateſt Folly in the World z for wife 
Men make uſe of no ſuch dawgerow Expedients, but ſute 
the Means always to the End, and if the latter is not to 


be obtain'd by ſafe and proper Methods, ſatisfy them- 
ſelves as well as they can without it. 


Befides, nothing can be a more open invading the 
Conſtitution than ſuch an Expedient; for what is this 


but plainly to aſſume to themſelves the whole Authority 


of making a Law, without leaving to their Lordſhips 
any Power of deliberating upon it, or to her Majeſty 
the Prerogative of her negative Voice > To what 


pur poſe then do we boaſt the Advantage and Balance of 


the three Eſtates, if the whole buſineſs muſt be done by 
one, and the other two by Fraud or Force drawn to 
ratify their Concluſions? And what muſt her Majeſty 
think of ſuch a dutiful and reſpectful Behaviour? 

It wou'd be a pretty hard Task I believe to reconcile 
theſe Politicians to themſelves, and make their Princi- 
ples conſiſtent: Where is that Abhorrence of Democracy 
and tenderneſs of the Prerogative which upon other 
occaſions they ſo warmly expreſs?—— Are not theſe the 
Gentlemen, whoſe admird * Luminaries in Divinity and 
Politicks have ſo often told the World, that tis damma- 
tion to reſiſt the higher Powers, that Monarchs are jure 
Divino abſolnte, above the Laus, and can make or diſpenſe 
with em at pleaſure ;, and a great deal more in the ſame 
ſtrain 2—Theſe Points have at leaſt been inſiſted on for- 
merly, however forgotten now; and tis well they have 
given us a Key to their Talmud, which elſe we cou'd 
never have underſtood, They are for inveſting with 
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_ theſe mighty Prerogatives ſuch Princes only as are after 
their own hearts: So that, in ſhort, let them govern 
their Princes, and their Princes ſhall govern their Sub- 
jects abſolutely, and every one be damn'd that diſobeys 
j | 

em. 

But I have not done with em yet; and tis a matter 
that really deſerves a more ſerious Reſentment. I have 
hitherto put the moſt charitable Conſtruction upon their 
Attempt tis capable of, which is, that they believ'd the 
Bill ſo tackꝰd woud paſs; and yet even this proves em 
very criminal : But it is, I fear, Charity misbeſtow'd, 
and I know not why you ſhou d not conclude worſe of 
em; for tis certain, that they knew the Bill con d not paſs, 
and that the Lords had before * in a very ſolemn manner 
Reſolv'd, never to ſuffer any ſuch Impoſitions, let the Gon- 
ſequence be ever ſo great. 

Now the Conſequence here was ſo great, and fo 
dreadful the Shock which it muſt have given to all 
Chriſtendom, that it is not to be thought of without the 
utmoſt Horror. If the Preparations by Sea and Land 
had been only retarded by it, till ſome Expedient cou'd 
have been found out to cement the unhappy Rupture 
which it muſt have occaſion d with the Houſe of Lords, 
that alone had been enough to ruin us, but does not half 
deſcribe the Calamity of this Buſineſs. The Govern- 
ment deſtroy'd, the Alliance broken, no Fleet, no Ar- 
my, no Defence, Trade ſunk, nothing but Bankrupcies, 
Inſurrections, Civil War and Confuſion— Theſe, and 
more Miſeries not to be expreſsd, wou'd have made a 
tenfold Reparation to our Enemies for their memorable 


* Ids Repreſentat. and Addreſs on the 14th of March, p, 8. | 
| Deſeat 
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Defeat at Blenbeim, and for all their other Loſſes in the 
preſent War, tho they had been twice as many. 5 
After this, let any true Lover of his Country judg, 
whether the Men who exposd it in this manner, and 
who wilfully ran at leaſt ſo great a hazard of drawing on 
you ſuch Deſolation, be fit to appear any more in an 
Engliſh Houſe of Commons ; eſpecially conſidering that 
that Houſe of Commons, as I before. obſerv'd, ſo much 
diſapprov'd the Attempt, that they thought themſelves in 
the higheſt manner concern d to make it invalid: and 
you ought to conſider next, whether thoſe other Gentle- 
men, who at ſo critical a time withdrew out of the 
© Houſe, and wou'd not ſtay to oppoſe ſo pernicious a 
| Motion, are much more innocent than theſe? 


I have purpoſely in this Diſcourſe avoided uſing the 
modiſh Names of Diſtincliou with which the modern con- 
tending Parties have chriſten'd one another; but if any 
angry Spark will chuſe out one to fix upon me, it will 
not at all diſpleaſe me. This I know, that it is your 
Intereſt I have endeavour'd to repreſent in the fore- 
going Sheets, and I believe I have not miſtaken it. The 
meaneſt of you who has a Right to vote, has now an 
Opportunityjof doing ſomething towards the Support of 
the Liberties of all Europe, which are at ſtake, and which 
England is made the great Truſtee and. Aſſerter of, and 
has ſo ſucceſsfully aſſerted in the laſt Campaign, that 
perhaps the King of France has nothing now that ſo 
much employs his Hopes and Fears, as what Members 


you will chuſe to ſerve either Him or Tou in the enſuing 
Parliament. rg 


